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Youth Group Instagram: st_lukes_youth 

SoundCloud: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Cleveland, TN 

Sign up for weekly announcements by emailing us at 

stlukes@stlukescleveland.org. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Central Ave. at Ocoee St. 

P. O. Box 5, Cleveland, TN 37364-0005 

423-476-5541, stlukes@stlukescleveland.org 

Regular Sunday Schedule 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II 

9:30 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 AM Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir 
 

Thursdays 

12:10 PM Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

   9:00 AM — 4:00 PM 

2020 

Patty Callaway 

Britany Kelly 

Lou Patten 

Kurt Schubert 

2021 

Tom Cate 

Sandy Farlow 

Algernon Porte 

Jill Norton Woodruff 

2022 

Christy Cannon 

Annie Hadland 

Ian Harper 

Fred Mueller 

St. Luke’s Vestry 



 Welcome to Sally Little, who joined St. Luke’s 

as a baptized member! 

 Welcome to Allen Murphy, who transferred his 

membership to St. Luke’s from St. Peter’s 

Episcopal Church in Oxford, Mississippi. 
 

——— 
 

 Sympathy to the Curtis and Harper families in 

the recent death of Herb Harper. 

 Sympathy to the friends and family of David 

Suttles, who died recently. 

 Sympathy to Bettie Borton and family in the 

recent death of her mother, Helen Bernhardt. 

 Sympathy to Joohae Kim and family in the 

recent death of her father, Kee Hyouk Kim. 

 Sympathy to Amanda Mowery and family in 

the recent death of her mother, Clydia Van 

Wagner. 

If important 

events have 

happened in your 

life or that of your 

family and you 

wish to share with 

the parish family, 

contact the church 

office, 476-5541. 

SUNDAY MON TUES WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

20  St. Luke’s Day Celebration 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

12 PM Covered Dish Reception 

21 

Deadline for 

Pledge Cards 

22 23 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

24 

11:00 AM Still 

Waters Prayer and 

Reflection Group 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

25 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

26 

27 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

1:00 PM EYC to ChattEY 

28 29 30 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

31 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

November 1 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

2 

3  All Saints’ Sunday 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

4:00 PM Family Night Event 

4 5 6 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

5:15 PM Stewardship 

Committee Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

7 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

8 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

9 

10 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

4:00 PM Loaves & Fishes (To Go) 

11 12 13 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

5:30 PM Wardens’ Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:00 PM Vestry Meeting 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

14 

11:00 AM Still 

Waters Prayer and 

Reflection Group 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

15 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

16 

17 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

1:00 PM Young Adults 

Fellowship Outing 

1:00 PM EYC to ChattEY 

18 

Deadline for 

Donations for 

EYC Christmas 

Outreach 

19 20  Wednesday Night Live! 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Wednesday Night Live! 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

21 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

22 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

23 

24 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

25 26 27  No Programming Today 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

 

Office Closed at noon 

28 Thanksgiving   

             Day 

10:00 AM 

Thanksgiving Day 

Holy Eucharist 

 

Office Closed 

29 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

 

Office Closed 

30 

Happening #78 

Grace Point — November 8-10 

 Please allow me to express my honor and pleasure 

in serving as St. Luke’s pipe organ consultant as Barger & 

Nix Organs and the parish of St. Luke’s have undertaken 

this significant project.  From every angle of the project, I 

see a complete success.  It has been amazing to see what a 

healthy, vibrant parish can accomplish with prayerful 

consideration and unity. 

 The journey is complete!  During the summer of 

2015, Fr. Joel met with me asking if I would be interested in 

being involved in the parish’s pipe organ project.  My 

enthusiastic response was, “Yes!”  After an initial study of 

the then current pipe organ, consideration of several 

builders, and holding meetings with Vestry, we asked for a 

quote from Barger & Nix Pipe Organs, McDonald, TN.  In 

the spring of 2016, a plan for the restoration/renovation 

project was settled upon, and an organ project brochure 

was drafted for the parish to ask for the support of a 

potential pipe organ project.  Except for paperwork and 

planning, the first physical work was undertaken in August 

2016 when Lee University donated what was the former 

Pigeon Forge First Baptist Church’s pipe organ console.  

This donation was a perfect fit for St. Luke’s “new” console.  

Over the ensuing three additional years, we waited 

patiently(?) as the capital campaign progressed, for St. 

Luke’s job to move to the top of the queue at Barger & Nix, 

and for the project to come to a spectacular completion. 

 If you were present on Pentecost Sunday, you saw 

and heard the completed instrument.  One may first have 

noticed the new, visually stunning painted façade pipes, 

with their vibrant hues of blue, lilac, yellow, and accent 

colors, as the originals were painted in the 1880s.  Next, one 

may have noticed the enhanced sounds emanating from the 

organ chamber, behind the painted façade pipes.  Several 

new ranks, or unique sounds, have been added or replaced.  

Historically, the most important facet of the project was the 

meticulous recreation of the façade pipes, making them 

playable once again.  Recall, the façade pipes only played 

from 1886 until 1956, when the original 10-rank Pilcher 

mechanical action pipe organ was replaced with a 6-rank 

M. P. Möller electropneumatic pipe organ.  This 6-rank 

pipe organ represents the core of the completed organ 

project.  These 6-ranks (401 pipes) included two diapasons/

principals, a stopped flute, a string, a string celeste, and a 

reed (trumpet).  Even prior to the project, we knew the 

metal which made up the spitz principal and trumpet were 

of poor quality and had to be replaced (158 pipes).  All 

remaining ranks of pipes were determined to be of proper 

quality and retained in the restoration project.  The 

completed pipe organ now has 12-ranks, with 852 pipes 

ranging in size from about 18 feet long to 6 inches.  This 

includes three Diapasons/Principals, three types of flutes 

(stopped, open, and harmonic), two strings, one string 

celeste, a mutation, and two reeds (trumpet and flügel 

horn).  Proper use of these 12-ranks provides the necessary 

dynamic range and tone color variety to effectively and 

enthusiastically lead vibrant congregational hymn singing, 

nuanced choral accompaniment, and more authentic 

playing of organ literature for voluntaries. 

 In the coming months, look forward to special 

opportunities to hear and see St. Luke’s restored, 

renovated, and expanded pipe organ as we celebrate this 

blessing.  This has been a gift from the parish of St. Luke’s 

to not only the current people of St. Luke’s and the people 

of Cleveland, but to many future generations.  Allow me to 

suggest our prayer: that, firstly, through this gift, God may 

be glorified.  But also, for current and future worshipers 

and seekers of the faith to be encouraged, empowered, and 

drawn to Him through the music this instrument will make 

in the coming decades. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Matthew Krepps, Ph.D. 

Pipe Organ Consultant 



SUNDAY MON TUES WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

September 1 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

9:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

2 

Office Closed 

3 4 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

5 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

6 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

7 

8:00 AM Habitat for 

Humanity Build 

8        Kickoff Sunday 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

8:30 AM Kickoff Breakfast 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

4:00 PM Loaves & Fishes (To Go) 

6:00 PM Home Gathering 

Groups Covered Dish 

9 10 11 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:30 PM Wardens’ Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:00 PM Vestry Meeting 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

12 

11:00 AM Still 

Waters Prayer and 

Reflection Group 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

13 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

14 

15 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

16 17 18   Wednesday Night Live! 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Wednesday Night Live! 

- Stewardship Ice Cream Social 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

 

 

19 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

20 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

21 

22 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

1:00 PM Young Adults 

Fellowship Outing 

23 24 25 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

26 

11:00 AM Still 

Waters Prayer and 

Reflection Group 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

27 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

28 

29 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

30 October 1 2 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Children’s Fellowship 

5:45 PM Episcopal Youth (EYC) 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

3 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

4 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

5 

 

6  Blessing of the Animals 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

2:00 PM Blessing of the Animals 

7 8 9 

No Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:30 PM Wardens’ Meeting 

6:00 PM Vestry Meeting 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

No Children and Youth Tonight 

10 

11:00 AM Still 

Waters Prayer and 

Reflection Group 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

11 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

12 

13 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM  

— Holy Eucharist 

— Adult Choir Rehearsal 

— Church School for All Ages 

10:45 AM Holy Eucharist 

4:00 PM Loaves & Fishes (To Go) 

14 15 

5:00 PM BBQ 

and the Bishop 

16  Wednesday Night Live! 

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study 

11:30 AM Staff Meeting 

5:45 PM Wednesday Night Live! 

6:30 PM Adult Choir 

17 

12:10 PM Holy 

Eucharist 

18 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast 

19 

ChattEY Peer Ministry Retreat 

Grace Point — September  13-15 

Pre-Hap #78 

Diocesan House 

Tuesday, October 15th 

6:00 PM 

 Join us at a Parish-wide BBQ Dinner and Program hosted by the Stewardship 

Committee in celebration of a successful Stewardship Season. 

 We welcome as our guest for the evening the Rt. Rev. Brian Cole, Bishop of the 

Diocese of East Tennessee. We’re very excited to have Bishop Cole back with us for an 

evening of food, fellowship, and formation. Please make a special effort to join us! 

Nursery is provided. 

Dear Friends, 

 My thanks to all of you who helped make the organ recital on August 23 such a memorable event: an 

evening of beautiful, inspiring music. The evening provided an opportunity to celebrate St. Luke’s history and 

our contemporary life and ministries. The mixed gathering of our St. Luke’s family and so many guests from the 

community was good for all: a great outreach opportunity for our parish.  

 Another big event on the horizon is our Second Annual BBQ and the Bishop set for Tuesday, October 15 

at 6:00 PM. This event is sponsored by our Stewardship Committee and provides a great opportunity for a 

parish-wide gathering. Please make this event a priority — it is important to gather as a parish family when 

opportunities such as this are presented. Our annual observance of St. Luke’s Day will follow on Sunday, 

October 20: another time of celebration.  A parish-wide reception will follow the 10:45 AM service. 

 We’ve enjoyed an especially strong season of summer worship.  The nave has been ‘comfortably full’ 

every Sunday at 9:45 AM: even ‘not-so-comfortably’ on a few occasions! This momentum will only build as we 

return to our regular schedule of services and kickoff a new year of Christian Education. 

 Throughout the year we emphasize stewardship of time and talents. As our Stewardship Campaign for 

2020 ramps up, please remember that generous financial support is essential to maintaining our ever-expanding 

ministries. If you are able to increase your giving commitment for 2020, please do so. Even modest increases are 

vitally important to the overall health and vitality of the parish. 

 

 Love and peace, 



 Join us on Saturday, September 7th, to help build a much needed home in 

Cleveland. Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat brings homes to many families in 

need.  Substandard housing includes overcrowding, homelessness, unsafe living conditions, 

structural damage and a variety of other needs.  Habitat provides a long-term impact that 

changes a family’s life forever. Habitat homeowners complete sweat equity hours, 

homeowners education courses and pay an affordable mortgage on their homes. 

 We will start with a group of ten volunteers from 8:00 AM–12:00 PM and another from 12:00 PM–4:00 PM if 

we have enough people sign up. A donation of $50 per volunteer will be used towards the home build. Scholarships 

are available for those who need them. To be a part of this important work in our community, please sign-up on the 

bulletin board in the Parish House or contact Kurt Schubert at 704-450-9846. 

Home Gathering Sign-Up 

NAME 

________________________ 

PHONE 

________________________

EMAIL 

________________________ 

I      have      have not 

participated in Home 

Gathering Groups before! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Home Gathering Groups will be announced on Sunday, 

September 8th, at a Covered Dish Dinner at 6:00 PM in the 

Parish Hall.  Nursery will be provided. 
 

Groups will consist of 3 or 4 households. Each household in the group will host 

a dinner, not necessarily in their home, over the fall and winter, from 

September through February. The hosts plan the meal and assign dishes for 

others to bring. The hosts are also asked to offer a short devotional. Groups are 

small so everyone can get to know each other.  

All who wish to participate should complete the form to the left and place it in 

the offering plate or take it to the church office by Friday, September 6th, or 

contact Marili Shoop at marilishoop@charter.net.  For more information, or to 

register by phone, contact the church office, 476-5541. 

 Join us Sunday, September 8th for a Breakfast hosted by the Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast as we kick off the new Church School Year and resume our regular Sunday 

schedule.  Breakfast will begin at 8:30 AM, and we will kickoff our Church School year 

with a combined Adult Class at 9:30 AM.  Children and Youth Church School classes 

will meet, also beginning at 9:30 AM. 
 

 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 8:30 AM Kickoff Breakfast 

 9:30 AM —Holy Eucharist Rite II 

   —Church School for All Ages 

   —Adult Choir Rehearsal 

 10:45 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II with Adult Choir 

Be on the lookout 

for new Parish  

Directories! 

The 2019-2020  

St. Luke’s Parish  

Directory will be 

available in mid-

September. Be sure to 

pick up your copy! 

“St. Luke’s is a part of the worldwide Anglican Communion 

commissioned to empower a diverse group of persons to 

glorify God and to do the work Christ calls us to do in a 

changing world.” 



As part of our Christian Formation offerings 

this year, St. Luke’s is happy to announce that 

we have launched our very own station on 

SoundCloud, a music and podcast streaming 

platform accessible through the church’s 

website, your browser, or the SoundCloud app. 

The St. Luke’s podcast, “Sermons and 

Sundry”, will be a series of reflections, book 

reviews, and devotionals provided by Fr. Joel 

Huffstetler, as well as other members of the 

congregation. The first episode will be 

available shortly, and will feature a review by 

Fr. Joel of David McCullough’s book, The 

Pioneers. 

Additionally, our SoundCloud station will host 

a variety of other content:  

 Fr. Joel’s latest sermons will be made 

available each week for your morning 

commute. 

 Recordings of St. Luke’s Speaker Series 

will be featured each month beginning at 

the end of October. 

 Beginning in January we will begin sharing 

each week the next Episcopal Teaching 

Series, “Walk in Love, Part II”. The 2019 

Series is already available on our SoundCloud 

station. 

To find the station just search “St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church, Cleveland, TN” in the 

SoundCloud app or find us through the parish 

website or Facebook page. And don’t forget to 

subscribe to keep receiving new content! 

Sunday Mornings 
 Adult Bible Study 

 led by Jeff Sellins, Fred Mueller, and Ryan Lockwood 

 Sundays, 9:30 AM, in the Parish Hall 

 Steps to Christian Living  
 led by Fran Henry 

 Sundays this fall, 9:30 AM, in the Gathering Room 

 Her Every Word: Women of the Bible 

 led by Yvonne Rittenhouse 

 Sundays, beginning in January, in the Gathering Room 

 St. Luke’s Speaker Series 

 First three Sundays of the month, 9;30 AM 

 Beginning in October, in the Courtyard Classroom 

  October — Dr. Matthew Melton 

  November — Yvonne Rittenhouse 

  December — Fr. Joel Huffstetler 

  January — Nathan Napier 

  February — Casey Cole 

  March — Yvonne Rittenhouse 

 Children and Youth Classes 

 Sundays, 9:30 AM, beginning in the Children’s Chapel 

 SPARK: Activate Faith — ages 4—4th grade 

 Faith Seeking Understanding — 5th—8th grade 

 9th-12th graders are encouraged to attend an adult  

 formation opportunity 

——— 

Midweek Opportunities 
 St. Luke’s Sermons and Sundry Podcast 

 Updated Mondays on the SoundCloud App 

 Women’s Bible Study 
 led by Isaac Doty  
  Wednesdays, 10:00 AM, in the Gathering Room 

 Still Waters Prayer and Reflection Group 

 led by Yvonne Rittenhouse 

 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 11:00 AM, in the Gathering Room 

 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 led by various members  
 Fridays, 7:00 AM, in the Parish Hall 

 Walk in Love, Part II:  

Episcopal Beliefs and Practices 

 led by Fr. Joel Huffstetler 

 Tuesdays, beginning in January, in the Parish Hall 

 Youth Confirmation 
 led by Isaac Doty and Fr. Joel Huffstetler 
 Wednesdays, beginning in January, in the Youth Room 

By Boo Proffitt, Sandy Farlow, and Tammy Randolph 

 

 The Facebook post shared to the right comes 

from a foster care case manager in Bowling Green, 

Kentucky. Her story about the needs for suitcases 

and duffel bags for children that are in the foster care 

system touched our hearts and inspired us to look for 

a similar program locally where we might be able to 

respond to the same need for children in our area. 

 In 2018, 842 children and youth entered 

custody in the Tennessee Valley Region. These same 

children and youth experienced an average of 3 

moves while in their care in 2018. 

 Bradley County Foster Care and the 

Tennessee Department of Children’s Services—

Tennessee Valley Region, are hosting a Luggage 

Collection Drive at the end of September.  Help us 

add a human touch to the stressful experience of 

moving from one home to another by joining us in 

the region’s suitcase drive. 

 We’ll be gathering new and gently used 

suitcases, duffel bags, and other types of luggage 

for delivery at the end of the month to respond to 

the growing need in our own community. 

 Please bring your donations to St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church by Thursday, September 26th. 

From there we will gather and deliver the luggage to 

the Bradley County Department of Children’s 

Services.. 

 Monetary donations made to the church will 

be used to purchase suitcases. Please make the check 

out to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church with “Suitcases” 

in the memo line. 

Yesterday I had the pleasure of picking up an 11-year-old 

foster child in E-town and bringing him to Bowling Green so 

he could move in with (hopefully) his forever family. His 

Wendy's Wonderful Kids worker (yep, the Wendy's that you 

buy your cheeseburgers from) drove all the way from 

Covington to Louisville just to pick him up, then brought him 

to me in E-town. When I met them at the SAFY E-town parking 

lot, the worker (who was amazing, by the way) helped load up 

this child's clothing and all his belongings.  
 

One small duffel bag... and two large, black trash bags.  
 

Trash bags.  
 

All this 11-year-old, almost-6th-grader's worldly possessions. 

The clothes he wears, his nicest shirt. The books he loves to 

read. The games he plays. His favorite things. The things he 

uses to live his life came in two trash bags.  
 

Two. Trash. Bags.  
 

I used to get furious. Our foster parents know it's against our 

agency's policy to pack belongings in trash bags. I know they 

know because I've made sure they know. They also know that 

we keep donated luggage on hand for kids that come with 

trash bags.  
 

At least half of the kids that came to us yesterday came with 

trash bags.  
 

When I arrived at the office, the largest suitcases had been 

taken for an earlier placement just an hour before we arrived. I 

was blessed to have enough small suitcases to pack my boy's 

belongings.  
 

It took seven small suitcases.  
 

Seven.  
 

There are ways to help children in foster care without being a 

foster parent. Simply donating a suitcase or duffel bag is 

donating the opportunity for a foster child to maintain their 

dignity as a person. 



This is the first of a new periodic series we will be offering in  

The Heart of St. Luke’s and  on our parish website and 

Facebook pages. In it, members of the St. Luke’s Parish Family 

will share thoughts on worship, fellowship, spiritual formation, 

outreach, stewardship, and more. These are offered to provide 

opportunities for reflection, conversation, and evangelism about 

what it means to be a person of faith in our community. 

——— 

Becoming an Episcopalian: Observations on 

Spiritual Practice in The Episcopal Church 

By Nathan Napier 
 

 In January I embarked on 

a Spirit led journey into the 

Episcopal Church. My place of 

departure was the Church of the 

Nazarene, a specific branch of the 

Methodist tradition that was a 

precarious balance of 18th century 

Wesleyan Theology and 19th 

century American Holiness 

theology. 

 This month marks the 8th month of participating 

in the life of St. Luke’s and the 4th month since my 

confirmation. My family was baptized into the church on 

Refreshment Sunday (3/31/19), with my wife and I being 

Confirmed in April (4/7/19). These first 7 months have been 

a time of renewal and reflection. I below note seven areas 

of piety that have been quite formative for me. I further 

offer these reflections as one with a theological education 

yet one who has only begun to scratch the surface of 

liturgical theology and Anglican forms of life. These 

reflections are submitted for the edification of the church 

and in thanksgiving for the work God is doing at St. Luke’s 

and in my family. 
 

Praying the Psalter 

 I had never chanted the Psalms until my first 

Sunday at St Luke’s. I didn’t even know how to chant 

them. As we came to the Psalm after the first lesson, 

suddenly the Holy Spirit came over me in an unanticipated 

way. The Holy Spirit is an old friend, one that I know is 

present when it comes around, and in this strange new 

place my old friend, the comforter, came alongside of me 

and confirmed in my spirit I was in the right place. The 

beauty of the Psalms words, the collective chanting of these 

ancient signs with the contemporary people of God, and 

the way God spoke to me through this means of worship, 

was palpable. The psalm had brought me into the 

sanctuary, and I caught an unexpected glimpse of majesty I 

had never experienced. 
 

The Role of Scripture 

 As an Episcopalian I engage more scripture in 

church each Sunday than I ever did in my previous 

spiritual home. Despite what you hear in religious gossip, 

Scripture is literally everywhere in the Episcopal Church. 

We pray it. We read it. We sing it. We responsively say it. 

Most of the prayer book is composed of scripture. Scripture 

and prayer are central; in fact, it is this commonality of 

practice and commitment that unites the church over any 

doctrine or theology. Many that find their way to the 

Episcopal Church, (after being in non-liturgical church 

settings that have a high view of scripture) are surprised to 

discover the centrality of scripture in the Anglican 

Tradition. The Bible is not dead here. It is alive and well. 

We just aren’t using it to throttle our neighbor or proof text 

a pet theology. 
 

Praying Written Prayers 

 A common misconception about saying written 

prayers is that they are not sincere or authentic, that saying 

written prayers or rehearsing the same words over and 

over can result in a mundane routine that stagnates the 

soul. Many folks in the non-liturgical church traditions 

prize spontaneity and instantaneous reactions to God as 

more authentic than carefully considered words of prayer. 

I have discovered this to be a shallow criticism. 

 I have found the written prayers to be enriching 

and formative for two key reasons. First, when we are 

praying The Book o f Comm on Prayer we are often praying 

scripture. Other prayers and collects come from Christian 

tradition, some prayers themselves literally going back to 

the Augustinian Era. When we pray the prayers offered in 

the Prayer Book we are very literally praying with the 

Apostles, hiding the Word in our heart. 

 Secondly, the written prayers remove me from my 

own spiritual formation, forcing me to pray away from 

myself. I am no longer responsible for my own spiritual 

formation by deciding the content of my prayers. There are 

times in the prayers where I can make my own petitions or 

thanksgivings, but the prayers now are the church’s way of 

St. Peter’s, St. Timothy’s, St. Luke’s, and Grace Episcopal 

 October 27th, 2:00 PM —Community Fellowship/Peer Ministry Follow-Up 

November 17th, 2:00 PM — Thanksgiving Service Project 

Happening #78 

Nov. 8th—10th 
 

 Happening is a fantastic 

opportunity for high school students to 

come together in mutual love, support, and 

community to experience Christ together.  

 During the weekend, those at Happening will receive letters, 

cards, and small gifts reminding them of how much they are loved by 

God and others. This gift of “Caritas” includes letters from family, 

friends, relatives, church members, coaches, mentors, and complete 

strangers! Caritas is the Latin word for God’s unconditional love. At 

Happening, we use Caritas to describe an experience of this love as 

expressed through the community of faith around us — the Church.  

You are invited to write letters in support of the St. Luke’s EYC and 

the Happening Community! 

 If you are interested in writing notes for the Happening 

Community, please contact Isaac in the church office at 476-5541. Your 

participation and support is greatly appreciated. Please deliver your 

Caritas letters to the church office by Thursday, November 7th. 

 Over the past couple of years 

St. Luke’s has been blessed to be in 

partnership with Parkview, Taylor, and 

Hopewell Elementary Schools in 

Bradley County helping to provide for 

the needs of their students and 

teachers, and improve the lives of 

children in our community.  

 This November, we continue 

that partnership as St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Youth Community adopts children 

from each school to ensure their 

Christmas is a truly special one. The 

schools are providing the EYC with the 

names of children especially in need of 

a good Christmas. Our EYC will shop 

for gifts (personalized to each of these 

children), wrap them, and deliver them 

to the schools the week before 

Christmas. 

 That’s where we need your 

help! If you would like to help support 

this year’s EYC Christmas Outreach 

Ministry, please consider writing a 

check to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

and putting 

‘Christmas Gifts’ in 

the memo line.  

The deadline for 

monetary 

contributions is 

Monday, 

November 18th. 

Friday, September 13 at 7:00 PM to Sunday, September 15, 2019 at 2:00 PM  

 
Family Night Fun! 

Children | Youth | Parents 

Sunday, November 3rd 

4:00 PM—6:00 PM 

 
 

Chattanooga 

Please sign-up with 

Isaac if you plan to 

attend. 

A parent/guardian is 

required to attend for 

anyone under age 10 

wishing to jump. 

$15/person 

Scholarships available 



shaping me. My daily prayer routines went from 

something I prescribed to something prescribed for me by 

the church, shaping me according the body of Christ. In 

other words, the Prayer Book showed me to my own 

spiritual humanism and rid me of it. 
 

Memorizing Prayer and Songs 

 I have memorized more prayers, songs, and creeds 

in these 7 months than I have in several years. Multiple 

forms of prayer, including morning and evening prayers, 

the Nicene Creed, all the songs in the Prayer Books’ Rite 

Two order of worship, the proper responses therein, and 

post communion prayers have been committed to memory: 

liturgical repetition thus becoming a means of grace 

Memorization is not the pinnacle of piety. Long ago I quit 

thinking that my spiritual health was contingent upon 

what Bible verses I memorized. However, it is a tacit way 

of making prayer an integral part of one’s constitution, able 

to be rehearsed or remembered when necessary. We are 

what we eat and if we consume Christian spiritual things 

our body will begin to look like that which we place into it: 

we will begin to look like Christ.  
 

Worship Space  

 When I enter this church each Sunday, I am 

instantly reminded of Isaiah 6, “In the year that King 

Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple…” In 

other words, this space communicates to me the majesty 

and otherness of God, the train of God’s robe brushing 

against my spirit as I gather here to pray. 

 I enter and am reminded I am to be reverent 

because I am in the presence of the maker of the world. I 

enter in silence because I am a human that stands before 

God, my words failing to contain God. I sit in the shadow 

of the arc/k that rises above the chancel, knowing that the 

table at the front is an extension of divine hospitality to me 

as a sinner in need of grace. The organ and piano are 

representations of the eternal heavenly throng that circle 

the throne of God filling infinity with the sound of beauty 

and adoration. In this space, I kneel on benches where 

hundreds before me have knelt and petitioned God. My 

prayers join theirs. 

 In a world where so much is casual and 

narcissistic, where nothing is sacred, spaces like this 

provide a visual reminder that God seeks to adorn us, and 

the world, with the same life and beauty that is exhibited in 

this carefully crafted place. 
 

Role of the Sermon 

 The main attraction each Sunday is not the priest. 

The priest is the intermediary between God and the people. 

The priest climbs into the pulpit, not at the center of the 

church, but to its right, when the Gospel is preached. The 

preaching matters; it is a lesson for the church and should 

be done well. Priests should not shirk behind the liturgical 

primacy of Eucharist and produce shallow or anecdotal 

sermons. There is a place in Anglican tradition for 

powerful proclamations of the Word. However, the priest 

knows that no matter how well the sermon is crafted or 

how much insight they can demonstrate, the role of the 

sermon is to always move the church toward the paschal 

mystery of Jesus that takes center stage in worship. 

 Regardless of the hymns played, the prayers 

offered, or the homily presented, all of that directs us into 

the mystery of the table and the sanctification of the body 

of Christ by consuming the savior. It is refreshing to be in a 

tradition where the crux of worship does not hinge upon 

the skill of a human orator and instead resides on the work 

of God in Christ. 
 

Crossing Oneself 

 I cannot speak for the motivations of others 

regarding crossing oneself but I can share my own. First, 

the act of crossing oneself is an act of consecrating myself 

to God; it is my way of claiming my body for Christ. 

Whatever I am, I am foremost identified as one that 

identifies with the crucified Jesus. This is a physical way of 

identifying with Christ and consecrating myself. 

 Secondly, as crossing oneself is often done at 

moments when the trinity is named, after prayers or 

repentance, prior/after receiving elements, etc., it is a 

reminder of God’s otherness and my submission to the 

mystery of God. When I mark myself, it is my physical 

confession of acceptance of this Christ and affirmation of 

participating in this great mystery. It is a physical gesture 

of an aphysical reality that centers and reorients the one 

who crosses themselves with intent. 
 

If you would like to read the unabridged version of these reflections please 

visit Nathan’ s website at www.paranormalchrist.com.  

Beginning at 2:00 PM 

All pets welcome! 

Please bring pets on leashes or in carriers. 

Join us for worship on  

Thanksgiving Day  

for Holy Eucharist 

 

 

 

 
Thursday, Nov. 28th  

at 10:00 AM 
 

Fr. Joel Huffstetler,  

celebrant and preacher 

Traditional Thanksgiving Hymns 

Nursery Provided 

Please let us know more about your 

interest in the ministries of St. Luke’s 

Already 

Involved 

Want to 

Join 

Want to 

Know More 

Worship    

Formation    

Music    

Children and Youth    

Hospitality and Fellowship    

Outreach    

Pastoral Care    

You (yes—YOU!) are invited to 

join us for our monthly gatherings 

on Wednesday nights and join the 

children, youth, parents, and 

grandparents of St. Luke’s in an 

evening of fun, fellowship, and 

more! We would love to have you! 

Join us on Sunday, October 20th, as we celebrate St. Luke’s Day!  

Following the 10:45 AM service, there will be a COVERED DISH 

RECEPTION in the Parish Hall.  Bring your favorite appetizer or 

finger food with enough for your family and plenty to share with our 

visitors, who will be invited to join in the festivities.  Our celebration 

is hosted by the Parish Life Committee, who will provide the drinks. 

Sunday, October 20th 

Following the 10:45 AM service 

MORE 

FUN 

DETAILS 

TO COME! 



September 8, 2019 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

What an exciting time of year! 
 

School is starting a new year! A new Christian Education 

year is beginning at St. Luke’s! It’s Football Time in 

Tennessee! It’s time to begin thinking about our pledge to 

St. Luke’s! 
 

What? It’s that time again?!? 
 

Yes, and our expanded Stewardship Committee has some 

great ideas and made some exciting plans for this fall! 
 

 First, we will host an Ice Cream Social and Taco Bar on 

Wednesday, September 18th as part of Wednesday 

Night Live!  

 We are inviting our Bishop for another BBQ & the 

Bishop on Tuesday, October 15th!  

 Our Stewardship Committee members will be telling 

stories this fall about what St. Luke’s means to them!  

 We will have Mite Boxes available for our younger folks 

to help them learn about giving to help others! 

 The Pledge Card includes the opportunity to get 

involved in a variety of ministries! 

 And guess what? We will have electronic Pledge Cards 

available for the first time!  
 

The parish is expanding our ministries and if it all possible, 

please consider an increase in your pledge. It’s going to be 

an exciting fall and new year at St. Luke’s! Our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, is leading us, and we are responding!! 
 

Praise be to God, and peace to you all! 

 

 

 

Lou Patten 

Stewardship Chairman 

Your can submit your 2020 Pledge Card by 

doing one of the following: 

 Complete the Pledge Card below, and 

place it in the offering plate or mail it to 

the church office. (Please fill out both 

sides of the card.) 

 Fill out the online Pledge Card at the link 

provided in your weekly announcement 

email or at www.stlukescleveland.org/

stewardship. 

 Pick-up a 2020 Stewardship Packet from 

the church and complete the enclosed 

Pledge Card and return it to the church 

office. 

In Response to God’s Grace and Abundance  

I Pledge to My Parish...  

a TOTAL ANNUAL contribution of  $____________ for the 

upcoming year. 

Name (please print) _________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ 

City __________________   State ______   Zip Code _______ 

I would like to have offering envelopes:   Yes ____    No ____ 

Signature: _________________________________________ 

Lord God, You alone are 

the source of every good 

gift, of the vast array of our 

universe, and the mystery 

of every human life. We 

praise You and we thank 

You for your great power 

and your tender, faithful 

love. Everything we are 

and everything we have is 

your gift. After having 

created us, You have given 

us into the keeping of your 

Son, Jesus Christ. Fill our 

minds with His truth, and 

our hearts with His love, 

that in His Spirit we may 

be bonded together in a 

community of faith, a 

parish family, a caring 

people. In the name and 

Spirit of Jesus, we commit 

ourselves to be good 

stewards of the gifts 

entrusted to us, to share 

our time, our talent, and 

our material gifts as an 

outward sign of the 

treasure we hold in Jesus. 

Amen. 


