


Dear Friends, 

 

In consultation with our Vestry, our Covid-19 response committee, and our diocesan bishop, The Rt. 

Rev. Brian Cole, we are set to begin a phased-in return to in-person worship. The guidelines set forth 

in this document have been carefully crafted in accordance with all best practices for faith 

communities as published by the CDC, and our own diocesan guidelines. 
 

Please read carefully all sections of what are now our own parish guidelines for returning to in-

person worship. The system for reservations is made clear, as is the diocesan policy that all in 

attendance are to wear a mask for the protection of all. 
 

A phrase most of us have come to know during the pandemic is: This is not necessarily a linear 

process. In the event of a spike in cases locally, our return to in-person worship can be reassessed at 

any point. From the beginning of the ‘lock down’ in mid-March until now, all decisions made 

regarding parish life have been arrived at prayerfully, and with the health and safety of all 

parishioners and the community uppermost in our minds. 
 

Some of us are ready to return to ‘in-person’ participation, and some of us are not. Please 

understand that your return to in-person involvement in services is purely voluntary, and the choice 

is yours alone to make. Absolutely no one is under any pressure or expectation regarding in-person 

attendance. Please prayerfully consider your own response, and be assured that we in parish 

leadership support whatever decision you feel led to make. Your health, safety, and peace of mind 

remain our primary concern. 
 

The initial return to in-person attendance will be undertaken and assessed carefully, and we will 

provide regular updates regarding any changes. That said, in the short term it is more important 

than ever that you follow parish news by opening all emails from St. Luke’s and/or following our 

Facebook page. 
 

Please feel free to call the church office with any questions. 

 

   Love and peace, 



Live Streamed Services Will Continue 
St. Luke’s has been blessed by a fruitful season of worship in dispersed community. Over the past several months, we 

have gathered into our community fellow worshipers from across the country and around the globe. We are so grateful 

that they have become a part of the life of St. Luke’s.  It has also allowed us to reconnect with members of the St. Luke’s 

family who have moved from Cleveland or are homebound. It has been an unexpected blessing in a difficult time. 
 

This month we will be installing a permanent live-stream camera in the church nave. This will allow us to increase the 

production quality of our audio and video, as well as begin sharing worship resources on screen over the next few 

weeks.  
 

As we make an effort to return to In-Person services, we will continue live-streaming for those persons worshiping at 

home. These broadcasts will begin a few minutes before each service as usual. Simply visit the St. Luke ’s Facebook 

page when the service is scheduled to begin to join us online. Please continue to share and comment on the live-stream 

to let us know you are there. 
 

The following services will be live-streamed each week: 

 10:00 AM, Sundays — Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Music 

 6:00 PM, Wednesdays — Evening Prayer 

 12:10 PM, Thursdays — Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Make Reservations by Calling or Emailing the Church Office 
Due to the limits of our physical space for social distancing and ventilation, attendance for worship services will be 

limited to 30 persons (plus altar party) at each service.  

 

Reservations may be made no more than one week in advance of a service. Please contact the church office between 

Monday and Friday by phone at (423) 476-5541 or email at stlukes@stlukescleveland.org to make your reservation, 

including the names of each person planning to attend. Please note: confirmation from the church office is required to 

secure your reservation for a particular service. For Sunday service registration, please be aware that the church office 

closes at 4:00 pm on Friday. 
 

You may reserve a spot for you and your household at one of the following four services: 

 8:00 AM, Sundays — Holy Eucharist, Rite I with Music 

 10:00 AM, Sundays — Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Music 

 6:00 PM, Wednesdays — Evening Prayer 

 12:10 PM, Thursdays — Holy Eucharist, Rite II 



Questions to consider before attending In-Person services include... 

 Do you currently have a temperature of 99.5 or higher? 

 Do you currently have a cough or any type of respiratory illness? 

 Have you or anyone in your household been in close contact with anyone who has been confirmed or presumed as 

having COVID-19? 
 

Please be mindful of any risks to yourself or others. If you answered yes to any of the above questions or have any 

reason to believe you might have been exposed to COVID-19, please join us for the live-stream on Facebook Live. 

Please worship with us from home if you are symptomatic, have a fever, have been in close contact with someone 

who confirmed or presumed to have COVID-19. 
 

St. Luke’s will implement appropriate guidelines and procedures to ensure that our worship spaces are cleaned and 

proper hygiene practices are followed during the COVID-19 pandemic. These guidelines and procedures have been 

developed according to the COVID-19 recommendations for faith based organizations from the CDC and the Episcopal 

Diocese of East Tennessee.  

Healthy Habits in our Community 
 Frequent hand washing is encouraged. Hand sanitizer stations are available throughout the church buildings. Please 

use the hand sanitizer when entering and exiting the church. 

 Face masks are required for all persons over the age of 2. A supply of single use face masks will be available for 

those who do not bring their own. 

 If you need to sneeze or cough, please do so into your elbow. Please continue to wear your mask at all times. 

 No physical contact (handshakes, hugs, etc.) between those living in different households. 

 Bathrooms may only be used by one person at a time. 

 Please maintain at least six feet of social distance at all times from those with whom you do not share a household. 

 Stay home if you are symptomatic, have a fever, or have been in contact with someone who is confirmed or 

presumed to have COVID-19. 

Being Prepared 
 All hard surfaces, including the church furnishings, work areas, restrooms, and meeting rooms are being thoroughly 

cleaned each week. All high touch surfaces are cleaned daily. 

 Additionally, the church will be cleaned between services, especially the 8:00 am and 10:00 am Sunday services. 

 During services and activities entry doors will be propped open to allow touch free entry. 

 Door knobs and surfaces that must be touched are cleaned daily. 



What to Expect on Arrival 
 A reservation system will limit the number of worshipers in the church to ensure safe social distance is maintained 

while seated. 

 Ushers will greet you at the door, ask a couple of screening questions, and confirm your reservation for the service. 

If you do not have a face mask, one will be provided for you. 

 Please use the narthex door (facing the Parish House) to enter and exit the church. 

 Please use the hand sanitizer  provided in the narthex as you both enter and exit the church. 

 Printed bulletins will be available on a table in back of the church. Ushers will not hand out bulletins. 

 Every other pew will be taped-off. Ushers will guide you to a pew for you and your household. Please sit at the end 

of the pew the ushers direct you to. This helps us maintain social distancing during the service. 

 All loose items have been removed from the pews. If you wish, you may bring your own Bible or BCP. All parts of 

the service will be included in the bulletin. 

 Nursery will not be available until further notice. 

What to Expect during the Service 
 There will be music, but NO congregational singing. Singing will be restricted to soloists for the time being. 

Instrumental music will be provided as long as safe social distancing can be maintained. 

 No physical contact will occur between persons living in different households during the exchange of the Peace. You 

are encouraged to wave, nod, or greet in other ways that do not include physical contact. 

 No offering plates will be passed. An offering plate will be on a table in the back of the nave as you enter and exit 

the church. You may also give online at www.stlukescleveland.org or mail a check to P.O. Box 5, Cleveland, TN 

37364. 

 To avoid congestion at the conclusion of the service, ushers will dismiss the congregation by pew. Please remain in 

your seat until the ushers direct you to exit.. 

What to Expect at Communion 

 We will offer the Eucharist (bread only). Communion in one kind is called concomitance. Communion in one kind is 

FULL COMMUNION and it is a common practice in the church. 

 Eucharist will be celebrated at the altar, but distributed at the choir steps. Ushers will direct people to communion 

by pew. 

 You are invited to stand to receive communion. A prayer desk will be provided in the aisle for those wishing to 

kneel. 

 The communion wafers will be spaced out on a large paten (plate) held by the celebrant. When receiving the bread, 

pick up a single wafer closest to you and slide it underneath your mask. 



We are in the process of reviewing and resuming each of our Christian Education, Parish Life, and Outreach activities. 

As we are able, we will begin offering those again to the parish. Any in-person activities will require hand hygiene and 

face masks and appropriate social distancing. As with everything in this current season, these programs will run on a 

week-to-week basis, so please regularly check your email, Facebook, or the church website to stay up to date. 

Outside community groups using the Parish Hall will be required to adhere to the CDC, diocesan, and church 

guidelines for groups, including hand hygiene, face masks, and social distancing. 

Loaves and Fishes (To Go) 
2nd Sundays of the month 

Loaves and Fishes (To Go) has continued to serve the Cleveland Emergency 

Shelter throughout the pandemic. Thank you to everyone, especially Stacia 

and Leon Shahan, for keeping this vital ministry running. Sign-ups for 

Loaves and Fishes will be available electronically moving forward. If you 

participate regularly, you will be notified each month when a new sign-up 

becomes available. If you would like to be on the Loaves and Fishes 

mailing list, please contact the church office at (423) 476-5541 or Stacia Shahan 

at (423) 595-1369. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) 
Resuming September 13th— Sundays at 5:00 PM 

St. Luke’s EYC will resume meeting in-person on Sunday, September 13th 

from 5:00 PM—6:30 PM on a week-to-week basis for fellowship and 

formation. Weather permitting, the youth will meet in the courtyard (rain 

location: Parish Hall). RSVP’ing each week is strongly encouraged. Please 

note the change in day of the week. This is to accommodate our staffing 

needs to ensure each program is done well with the health and safety of the 

participants in mind. Hand hygiene, face masks, and social distancing will be 

required. Parents/Grandparents are welcome and encouraged to join us. 

St. Luke’s Children’s Fellowship 
Resuming September 23rd — Wednesdays at 5:45 PM 

St. Luke’s Children’s Fellowship will resume meeting in-person on 

Wednesday, September 23rd from 5:45 PM—6:30 PM on a week-to-week 

basis. The children will meet in the Parish Hall for Church School, activities, 

and prayer. RSVP’ing each week is strongly encouraged. Please note the 

amended time frame. This is to accommodate our staffing needs to ensure 

each program is done well with the health and safety of the participants in 

mind. Hand hygiene, face masks, and social distancing will be required. 

Parents/Grandparents are welcome and encouraged to join us. 



Sundays 
8:00 AM— Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

In-Person (Registration required) 
 

10:00 AM — Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

via Facebook Live and In-Person (Registration required) 
 

11:15 AM — St. Luke’s Speaker Series 

via Zoom and Facebook Live 
 

5:00 PM — St. Luke’s EYC 

In-Person (RSVP encouraged) 
 

Wednesdays 
10:00 AM — Online Bible Study 

via Zoom 
 

5:45 PM — Children’s Fellowship (beginning September 23rd) 

In-Person (RSVP encouraged) 
 

6:00 PM — Evening Prayer 

Via Facebook Live and In-Person (RSVP encouraged) 
 

Thursdays 
12:10 PM — Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

via Facebook Live and In-Person (Registration required) 
 

Fridays 
7:00 AM — Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

In-Person (Registration required) 
 

Schedule is subject to change due to ongoing circumstances.  

Please check the Weekly Announcements for the latest updates. 

ONLINE ONLY  

(Zoom or Facebook Live) 

BOTH ONLINE  

AND IN-PERSON 

IN-PERSON ONLY 

(Registration required) 



The Rt. Rev. Brian L. Cole, Bishop 

The People of St. Luke’s, Ministers 

 

St. Luke’s Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Joel W. Huffstetler, Rector 

The Rev. Arthur Bass, Vocational Deacon 

Dr. Andrea Dismukes, Director o f Music 

Dr. Joong Han (Jonathan) Jung, Organist 

Dr. Joohae Kim, Pianist 

Mr. Isaac Doty, Director of Christian Education and   

Minister to Youth and Young Adults 

Mrs. Suzanne Curtis, Director of  

Children’s Ministry 

Ms. Andrea Spraggins, Parish Administrator 

Mrs. Donna Blair, Sexton 

Mr. Wayne Wimberly, Build ings Manager 

 

Keep Up To Date By Visiting Us Online! 

Website: www.stlukescleveland.org 

Facebook: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Cleveland, TN 

Youth Group Instagram: st_lukes_youth 

SoundCloud: St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Cleveland, TN 

Sign up for weekly announcements by emailing us at 

stlukes@stlukescleveland.org. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Central Ave. at Ocoee St. 

P. O. Box 5, Cleveland, TN 37364-0005 

423-476-5541, stlukes@stlukescleveland.org 

Current Service Schedule 

Sundays, 8:00 AM — Holy Eucharist Rite I 

in-person (Reservations required) 

Sundays, 10:00 AM — Holy Eucharist Rite II 

via Facebook Live and in-person (Reservations required) 

Wednesdays, 6:00 PM — Evening Prayer 

via Facebook Live and in-person (RSVP encouraged) 

Thursdays, 12:10 PM — Noonday Prayer 

via Facebook Live and in-person (Reservations required) 
 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday, 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM 

2021 

Tom Cate 

Sandy Farlow 

Algernon Porte 

Jill Norton Woodruff 

2022 

Christy Cannon 

Allen Haines 

Ian Harper 

Fred Mueller 

2023 

Sarah Brown 

Armen Epperson 

Patricia Pierce 

Johnathan Wagner 

St. Luke’s Vestry 


